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| N HARITY i fo often demanded, that 
which is given ſo often miſapplyed, and it is 
| frequently ſo hard to diſtinguiſh proper Objefts 
of Charity from ſuch as are not; that many who are 
willing to beſtow ſome Part of their Subſtance this way, 
are yet hindered from doing ſo, leſt what they give 
ſhould not be duely applied to anſwer their End. Tis 
hoped the following Account of our Society for propa- 
gating Chriſtian Knowledge, will fully remove thoſe 
| Objettions ; and in the mean time we take leave to ſay, 
7] W 
We have certainly the ſtrongeſt Motives that can be 
to Works of Charity: We have God's Command; we 
| Uhave Motives from the Objects themſelves, that caunot 
but excite Simpathy and Compaſſion in ſuch as are not 
diveſted of Humanity; we have Encouragements from 
arge Promiſes of a very ample Return. Our Saviour 
laſſures zu, that if we give it ſhall be given unto 
us, good meaſure, preſſed down, ſhaken together 
and running over. The Wiſe Man ddviſes, the ho- 
nouring of God with our Subſtance, that our 
Barns may be filled with Plenty; and he aſſures s, 
there is that ſcattereth and yet increaſeth, and 
There is that with-holdeth more than is meet, but 
t tendeth to Poverty. The liberal Soul ſhall be 
ade fat: He that watereth ſhall be watered : 
Ts A 3 And 


The PREFACE. 
And God reckons, what is given to the Poor, lent to 
himſelf, which he will ſurely repay. . 
Could the World be once convinced that Deeds of 
Charity are the moſt eſfectual Methods, not only to ſe- 
cure, but to increaſe their Wealth, enough would cer- 
tainly be found ready to anſwer all Demands of that 
Nature : But the Miſery is, that though we profeſs our 
ſelves Chriſtians, and conſequently to give intire Cre- 
dit to all that God has reveal'd, yet ſtil we att as if | 
all ſuch Promiſes and Encouragements, were but words 
of courſe, and not to be depended upon. With ſome, 
it is a plauſible Argument egainſt complying with 
farther reaſonable Demands of Charity, that they have 
already expended much that way : Where the Rewards 
promiſed to our Charity: tinted and limited, it would 
then be reaſonable that our Charity ſhould alſo be con- 
fined within certain Limits; but when we are aſſured 
that it ſhall be meaſured to us again with a fuller Mea- 
Sure than we meet withal, we can be no loſers, be the 
Objects . extenſive, or the Demands ever ſo often 
repeated. The Returns to Charity from a right Prin- 
ciple, and beſtowed. in .a right Way, are not confined - 
to this World: But though Perſons and Families have 
frequently large Returns, even here, yet all that can be 
got this Way, falls infinitely ſhort of the full Recom- 
pence that God beſtows hereafter.  - Th 
He could eafily have provided for the neceſſary De- 
mands of all his Creatures, without making ſome ob 
liged to others for what they want: But he has t houg hi 
fit, in his All-wiſe Providence, to order Matters ſa, 
as that ſome ſhall have a Dependance upon, and Sup: 
plies from others; and ſure thoſe whom he has en. 
abled to give, even though there were no Returns for, 
what they beftow, have leaſt Reaſon to complain. 
Where Charity is extended to a Care and Provifion 
not only for the Concerns of Time, but Eternity, ther! 
certainly it is carried to its greateſt height, and ma 
expel 
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expect the greateſt Returns; and fince we are aſſured, 


that they who turn many to Righteouſneſs ſhall 
ſhine as the Stars for ever andever ; we ſhould be in- 
flamed with intenſe Love to the Souls of Men, and 
made ſollicitous to find out Methods to promote their 


Eternal Happineſs. For it is a melancholy Reflection 


that any ſhould be born and educated among Chriſtians, 
and yet live and dye utter Strangers to all the great 
Advantages that our Holy Religion gives us, beyond 
others. To obviate this, it is the Deſign of this So- 
ciety, that the Wealthy may be ſtirred up to be alſo 
Rich in Good Works ; that the Holy Scriptures, thoſe 
Fountains of Everlaſting Life, may be opened to the 
Poor, through their Beneficence, that the Spiritually 


Blind may ſee, the oo walk, the, Lepers be cleanſed, 
Devils caſt qut, and that 
be Preached, What Satisfaftion can a Man expect 


to the Poor the Goſpel may 


greater, than being Inſtrumental in ſo good a Mork? 
The very Return that thoſe who receive theſe Benefits 
make, is a great Encouragement. If the Curſes of 


. the Pcor ſhall be heard of him that made them, much 


more will the Prayers and Interceſſions of theſe who 
are thus Inſtructed, be accepted of God in behalf of 
their Benefaftors. _ | 


The following Account preſents the Reader with a 


ſure way of laying out a little Money, ſo as to anſwer 
the main Ends of beſtowing Charity And this js 
Publiſhed for the Satisfaction of thoſe who have al- 
ready Contributed, that they may ſee what they have 
Given is Secured and Laid out in the Beſt Way poſſible 
to anſwer their Deſign, and for the Encouragement of 
others, who may hereafter Contribute towards the car- 


 rying on of this ſo Pious and Uſeful an Undertaking. 
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An Account of the Riſe, Conſtitution and 
Management, of the Society in Scotland 


For propagating Chriſtian Knowledge. 


HE Deſign of Erecting a Society in Sco:- 


men that did uſually meet in Edinburgh for Refor- 
mation of Manners; and Anno 1701, refle&ting 
upon the Ignorance, Atheiſm, Popery and Impie- 
ty, that did fo much abound in the Highlands and 
Iles of Scotland, did juſtly reckon that they flow- 
ed, in a great meaſure, from the want of ſuitable 
Means of Inſtructio 


Its fit to be obſerved here, that many of thoſe 
Highlanders, &c. are in an Intereſt abſolutely in- 


conſiſtent with the Safety of the Government: 


. For they are bred in Principles of Tyranny , 


depend upon the Pope as Head of the Church, 


upon a Popiſh Pretender, bred up in the Arbitrary 


Maxims of France, as their Rightful Sovereign, 
upon the French Court; as the main Support of 
their Expectations, and upon the Native Iriſh as 


their beſt Correſpondents and Allies; and to 


keep them in thoſe wretched dependencies, the 
propagation of true Chriſtian Knowledge, and of 


the Engliſh Tongue, has all along been oppoſed 


by the Popth Heads of Clans, and Arbitrary 
Governments. | | 


Many of theſe People finding they can live 


(tho' but meanly) without Labour, love to ſanter 


at home, and waſte their time in Idleneſs, where- 


by 


| . land for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
cook its Riſe among a few private Gentle- 


9. 


Occaſion requires it. 


the Society in Scotland. "TY 
by they are render'd uncapable of being implay'd 


in Husbandry, Fiſhery, Manufactures, Handicrafts; 


Navigation, or of bearing Arms by Land or Sea; 


vhereas by being inſtructed, their averſion to In- 


duſtry would be removed, and they might be in- 
duced to take to ſome honeſt Imploy ment fox their 


Subſiſtance, | by which | grear Advantages would 
accrue to the Government and Country, vaſt Tracts 


of Land in the Highlands, which lye uſeleſs, might 
be cultivated, and the Fiſheries in Lakes, Bays 
and Seas, which are neglected, might be improv'd, 


and a Nurſery of Seamen bred for Ships of Trade 


and War, .and alſo of Men to ſerve by Land when 
| Beſides, what an advantageous exchange would 
it be to thoſe poor reader who now live under 
Chriſtianity, corrupted by Popery, and in the 


height of Immorality, Poverty and Idleneſs, the 


greateſt Miſeries that can befal Men, to be taught 
the true Chriſtian Religion, good Morals, and an 
Induſtrious Way of Living, by which they may 
have a competent Maintainance for themſelves and 
Families, a ſhare of the Liberties and Priviledges 
of other Natives, and of the well- grounded Hopes 


and Expectations of true Chriſtians. 


The Gentlemen above-mentioned did at firſt 


by themſelves, attempt to do ſomewhat for re- 


moving the Cauſes of this melancholy State of the 
Highlands; and to this end, engaged in a volun- 
tary Subſcription for Money to be imployed in 
erecting Charity Schools. 
The firſt Place pitch'd on for this purpoſe was 
in the Paroch of Abertarf, in the Shire of Inverneſs, 
being the Center of a Country where Popery does 
much abound : But the School-Maſter met with 
ſuch Diſcouragements from the Inhabitants, as 
obliged him to break up after a Year and a half's 
Labour. ; ; , "Phe 
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The Gentlemen, having by this Tryal, found 


themſelves not able, in their private Capacity, to 
carry on ſo great and publick a Work, applied 


their Thoughts to find out Methods by which ſuch 
Funds might be ſettled, and ſo many Perſons con- 


cerned, as might be equal to the Defign. 

In purſuance of this, they applyed themſelves 
privately to Members of the Genetal Aſſembly, 
that the Repreſentatives of this National Church 


might concur in the Work; and had fo much Suc- 


ceſs, that in 1706 the General Aſſembly took it 


under Conſideration, and recommended the ſame 
to their Commiſſion, who after ſeveral Confe- 


rences with the above - mentioned Gentlemen, 


. for propagating of Chriſtian 
nowledge in the Highlgads and Iſles of Scotland, 


and Foreign Parts of the World. To theſe Pro- 
poſals was annexed the Form of an Obligation, 
to be ſubſcribed by all ſuch as were bags, "ra 

he 


promote and encourage ſo good a Work. 

Propoſals were ſent to all the Presbyteries in Scot- 
land, and to the Societies in Edinburgh and elſe- 
where, for Reformation of Manners. Her Majeſty 
Queen Anne was allo pleaſed, after proper appli- 


in the Seventh Year of Her Reign. 

As ſoon as the Gentlemen had got Subſcriptions 
for above a Thouſand Pounds Sterling, they ad- 
dreſs'd Her Majeſty to grant Her Letters Patent 
for erecting the Subſcribers into a Society; which 
was granted in the following Terms. 


* 


C N N E, by the Grace of God, Queen of 
c Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender 
< of the Faith: To all good People, to whoſe 

| e = F Know- 


—— 


7 


cation, to Countenance and Support the Deſigg 
by Her Royal Authority, ſignified in a Proclama- 


tion, dated at Xey/iugton the 18th day of Auguſt, 
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the Society in Scotland. 9 
knowledge theſe Preſents ſhall come, Grecting : 
Foraſmuch as We underſtanding the Charitable 
Inclinations of many of Our Subjects for raiſing 
a Voluntary Contribution towards the farther 
promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, and the in- 
creaſe of Piety and Vertue within Scotland, 
eſpecially in the Highlands, Iſlands, and remote 
Corners thereof, where Error, Idolatry, Super- 
{tition and Ignorance, do moſtly abound, by 
reaſon of the largeneſs of Paroches and ſcarcity 
ot Schools, and for propagating the ſame in 
Popyh and Infidel Parts. of the World: And 
We having by Our Royal Proclamation, dated 
the 18th day of Angnſt, 1709, with the Ad- 
vice of Our Privy Council, Approven of, and 
Recommended the foreſaid Charitable Deſign, 
and Declared Our Reſolution to grant theſe 
Our Letters Patent for Erecting the Subſcribers 
into a Society and Corporation for managing 
the ſaid Contribution : And now finding that 
the Sum propoſed for Beginning this good 


Work 1s already ſubſcribed, and We judging 


that Our granting theſe Our Letters Patent for 
erecting and {ſettling the foreſaid Corporation 
and Society, will be highly conducive tor ac- 
compliſhing theſe pious Ends propoſed,and that 
many others will be hereby induced the more 
cheertully to extend their Charity to the Uſe 
aforeſaid : And alſo We conſidering that the 
Subſcribers to this Undertaking are diffuſed in 
ſeveral Countries and remote Places, ſo that it 
is not eaſy for them to nominate and ele& the 
Members'which ſuch a Corporation ought to 
conſiſt of, did by Our foxreſaid Proclamation 
judge it convenient, that the firſt Nomination 
of the Members of the ſaid Society ſhould be 


made by the Lord Preſident and other Lords of 
« Our 
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4 * Our Council and Seſſion in Scotland, out of the. | < 
; * Subſcribers. And now the Subſcribers, in com- © 
k ce plyance with Our Judgment ſignified in the laid YJ © 
f <«- Proclamation, having requeſted that the ſaid J} &© 
. _ © Nomination ſhould be in manner before and } „ 
1 « after mentioned; Therefore, and for the better 
1 | * and more orderly carrying on this good Deſign, | #* 
2 „ We have willed, allowed, confirmed and eſfta= J! © 
: ce bliſhed, like as by theſe Preſents We allow, con- be 
. | cc firm and eſtabliſh the foreſaid Power and Right &© 
5 ce of the firſt Nomination in the Perſons of the 
. & {aid Lord Preſident, and other Lords of Our 
| * Council and Seſſion in Scotland. And farther, Bj #&© 
, * We do make, conſtitute, appoint and ordain, Cc 
i ce the Perſons to be named out of the Subſcribers cc 
iis « and Contributors, by the ſaid Lord Preſident cc 
; * and other Lords of Seffion, (and which Nomi- cc 
5 « nation 1s hereby ordained to be recorded with c 
g 5 theſe Preſents in the Regiſters of our Chancel- 6 
je * lary in Scotland) to be an Incorporation, Societe, * 
1 « and Body Politick, by the Name of The Society {| © 
cc 


in Scotland for propagating Chmiftian R nouledge, © 
like as We for Ourſelf and Our Royal Succeſ- 3 cc 


c 


a) 


* ſors by theſe Preſents, do make, conſtitute, ap- 
F * point, ordain and declare, the Perſons to be 0 
„ ce named by the ſaid Lords of Seſſion and record- -M 
n & © ed herewith in manner aforeſaid, and their Suc- - 
| * ceflors to be elected in manner after-mention'd, 5M 
. ce to be a Legal Society and Corporation; and © 
8 e grant unto them full Power to receive Subſcrip- # © 
c tions, Mortifications, Donations, Legacies, | is 
1 e Sums of Money, Lands, Goods and Gear, and * 
c * therewith to Ere& and Maintain Schools, to 9 
e teach to Read, eſpecially the Holy Scriptures, 7 


b and other good and pious Books; as allo to © 
4 . = teach Writing, Arithmetick, and ſuch like de- 
oY -* grees of Knowledge in the Highlands, _— 

| a . e 
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above-mentioned, and to uſe ſuch Means for 


Inſtructing the People in the Chriſtian Reforms 


ed Proteſtant Religion as may be competent; 
And which Society are hereby ordained to have 
a General Meeting of the Members thereof 
Quarterly at Edinburgh in the Town-Hall, the 


firſt Thurſdays of January, March, June and No- 


vember Yearly, in all time coming at Three of 
the Clock in the Afternoon, and oftner when 


and where the Society ſhall think meet; and 


any Nine of the Members of the ſaid Society 
who ſhall conveen at the ſaid Time and Place, 
are hereby declared to be a Quorum of the ſaid 
General Meeting; but ſtill reſerving to the ſaid 
Lords of Seſſion, upon application of the ſaid 


Society, a Power to alter the Quorum as ſhall 


be found needful : And the Society at their firſt 


General Meeting, are by Plurality of Voices to 


_ ele& one of their Number to be Preſident there- 


of, as alſo a Treaſurer, a Secretary or Clerk, 
one or more, and other Officers and Servants, 
as they ſhall-find needful, to continue till the 
firſt Thurſday of January next thereafter, or until 
others be choſen to ſucceed them, and upon the 
firſt Thurſday of January Yearly in all time com- 
ing, (and in caſe of any extraordinary emergent 
ſtopping them from meeting that day) at the 
next Meeting thereafter, the foreſaid General 
Meeting is appointed to make a new Election 
of Perſons to ſerve in theſe Offices, or continue 
the former, as ſhall be thought moſt convenient : 
And the Preſident at the time of their Election 
is hereby impower'd to adminiſter an Oath De 
Fideli Adminiſtratione Officii to the Clerk, and 
thereafter the Clerk to adminiſter the like Oath 
to the Preſident ; * the Preſident is to 

| 5 AA 
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and remote Corners of Scotland, and other Parts 
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* adminiſtrate the ſame Oath, De Fideli Admini- | © 1 
ſtratione Officii, to cach of the reſt, before they J © : 
act in their reſpective Offices. And farther, Ve «© 


< by theſe Preſents do fully Impower and Autho- j © 
< rize the foreſaid Society, at any of their Quar- © 
** terly Meetings in time coming, to aflume into 6 
< their Number and Society ſuch of the Subſcri- { „* 
bers or Contributors (being Proteſtants) as they 
« ſhall judge fit and qualified for aſſiſting to carry ! «© 
<« on this Beſign. And likewiſe, the ſaid General «© 
Meeting is hereby Impowered and Ordained at * 
4 * their firſt Meeting Yearly, to nominate Fifteen J © 
"lp of their Number to be a Committee, to meet 
1 « at Edinburgh the firſt Thurſday of each Month, 3 << 
Wi * and oftner as need requires, in ſuch Places as 
1 * ſhall be agreed upon by the General Meeting: © 
| * And the ſaid Committee, or any Three f © 
i! ce them, at the uſual Time and Place of Meeting, 4 © 
© are to proſecute the Orders of the General © 
+ Meeting, audit the Treaſurer's Accompts, and & 
*© ripen and prepare Overtures and Matters, and JF © 
* this Committee to continue for One Lear; but «© 
to lay an Account of their whole Tranſactions «© 
| and Management before the General Meetings © 
Quarterly. And farther, the General Meetings © 
are hereby Impower'd, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, F © 
1 * to nominate fit Perſons in any Places of Our © 
i * Dominions, or elſewhere, for receiving Sub- # 
K ſcriptions, Money, or other Things, contributed © 
th < toward the foreſaid Deſign, and to tranſmit 7} © 
| Accounts thereof to the Committee at Edin- YJ © 
| | © burgh, or the General Meeting; and alſo, for © 
1 laying our ſuch Sums as they ſhall be intruſted © 
8 with, and order'd by the Society to lay out, 
bt « and for enquiring concerning the Faithfulneſs, Y ** 
bf Diligence and Succeſs, of the Perſons imploy'd * 
18 upon the foreſaid Fund, and for keeping a Cor- F © 
5 3 reſpondence- 


the Society in Scotland. 13 
reſpondence with the Committee at Edinburgh 
about theſe Particulars, and what elſe concerns 
the foreſaid Society. And farther, the foreſaid 
Society is hereby declared to be able and ca- 
pable in Law to purchaſe and enjoy Lands, Te- 


nements, Rents, Tacks, Liberties, Priviledges 


and juriſdictions, in Fee and Perpetuity, not 
exceeding the Yearly Value of Two Thouſand 
Pounds Sterling, and all other moveable Eſtates, 


Debts, Sums of Money, Goods and Gear what- 


ſoever, and the Rents, Revenues, Annual Rents 
and Profits of the Capital Stock, to expend, 
wear out and beſtow, for the ſupport and main- 
tainance of the ſaid pions Deſign tor propaga- 
ting the Knowledge of Chriſt, erecting and 


maintaining Schools, and other pious Uſcs a- 


bove-mentioned, as the foreſaid Society ſhall 


ſee cauſe. Like as We by theſe Preſents do de- 


clare this Society by the Name atoreſaid, able 
and capable by themſelves, or their Procura- 
tors or Attorneys in their Name, to proſecute, 
purſue and defend in all Courts and Places be- 
fore whatſoever Judge or Judges competent, all 
and ſundry Actions, Cauſes, Proceſſes and Pleas 
of what kind and nature ſoever the ſame be, 
and all and ſundry other Matters and Things, 
to do in as full and ample form and manner as 
any others Our Subjects of Our Realm of Great 
Britain, or any other Society, Corporation or 


Body Politick, within the ſaid Realm can do in 
any ſort: And Grant and Allow that the fore- 


ſaid Society ſhall and may have a Common 
Seal; and that it ſhall be Lawful for them and 


their Succeſſors to change, break, alter and 


make new the ſaid Seal at their pleaſure : And 
We Grant unto the foreſaid Society at thcirg 
Quarterly Meetings in all time coming, and at 
3 5 | CC no 
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no other Meetings, full Power to make ſuch 
«< Rules and Ordinances, and to alter the ſame, 
as they ſhall ſee moſt convenient and needful , 
for the better Government of the ſaid Society, 
and Management of the Affairs thereof, and | 
the more effectual promoting of the foreſaid 
Deſign, and to give ſuch Inſtructions, Directi- 
ons, Orders and Encouragements, to theſe they 
imploy, as they ſhall judge needful and-reaſon- 
able; And We Ordain the ſame to be obſerv'd 
by all concerned under the Penalties therein 
- Impoſed and Enacted, providing always the 
* faid Rules, Ordinances, Inſtructions and Dire- 

ctions, be agreeable, and no ways contrary to 
the Laws and Conſtitutions of Scotland in 
Church and State preſently in force: And We 
judging it of great Import, toward the right 
carrying on of this ſo Chriſtian and Religious 

2 Work, that ſuch as ſhall be imployed upon 
this Fund, as Teachers in any Capacity, be 
Men of Piety, Loyalty, Prudence, Gravity, 
competent Knowledge and Literature, and 
ether Chriſtian and Neceſſary Qualifications, 
ſuited to their reſpective Stations, do therefore 
e peremptorily require and enjoin the ſeveral 
« Presbytcrics, within whoſe Bounds ſuch Per- 
= ſons have for the moſt part had their ordinary 
* Reſidence, and other ſuperiour Judicatories of 
the Church of Scotland, to make exact Enquiry 
into their manner of Life and Converſation, 
and ſtrictly to try and examine their other Qua- 
lifications above expreſt, as the foreſaid Laws 
and Conſtitutions of Scotland do preſcribe, be- 
fore they be enter d to ſuch a Work. And We 
will and command that none be Imployed in 
theſe Capacities by this Society, upon the Fund 
above- mentioned, but ſuch who being oy 

| | an 


cc 
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and examined ſhall be certified and atteſted ro 


them by the foreſaid Church Judicatories. And 


farther, We grant Power to the ſaid Society, 
that upon the Death of any of their Number, 


or of their Preſident, Treaſurer, Secretary, ot 


other Officers or Servants, or upon their mal- 


verſing, or not attending in their reſpective Sta- 


tions, and their removal upon theſe or any 
other juſt and neceſſary Accounts, in either of 
. theſe Caſes the General Meeting may chuſe 
others to ſucceed, and alſo impoſe and exact 


Fines, not exceeding Ten Pounds Sterling for 
Malverſation, beſides Damages to the Soc.cty 


and others concerned, and Ten Shillings Ster- 


ling for each Abſence from their Stations, with- 
out a relevant Excuſe, of which the ſaid Socie- 
ty are to be Judges. And We Ordain and Ap- 
point that the Books of the ſaid Society be pa- 


tent and open, that all and every one of the 


Subſcribers, their Heirs and Succeflors, may 


have acceſs to ſee what Sums of Money are 


received by the Society from time to time, and 


ho the ſame have been laid out by Vertue of 
theſe Preſents, or any Authority hereby given, 
and to underſtand the Management and Diſpo- 


ſition of the Revenues of the ſaid Society, and 
be ſatisfied with the ſame ; and in caſe of mi- 
application, any of the ſaid Subſcribers, or 
theirs aforeſaid, are hereby allowed and im- 


powered to purſue and proſecute theſe guilty 
of the ſame, before any ſudge or Judges com- 
petent. It is always hereby provided and de- 


clared, that it ſhall not be Lawful to the ſaid 
Society, or Managers, to diminifh the Capital 
Stock that is or ſhall be ſubſcribed for, or mor- 
tified, but only to apply the Rents, Annual 


« Rents, Profits and Emojuments, ariſing from 
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Hall, or where he ſhall think moſt convenient 
"6 
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the ſame, without Prejudice to them, to uplift cc 
and imploy the Sums to be raiſed from the Sub- ce 
ſcribers, as ſhall be found requiſite. And We c 
do hereby Will, Command and Require, all cc 
Magiſtrates, Judges and Officers of the Law, | « 


within our Dominions, and others our good | e 
Subjects in their reſpective Stations, to give al | « 
proper and needful Aſſiſtance and Encourage- {| « 


ment to the ſaid Society, and theſe Imployed 
and Intruſted by them in all Matters and Cauſes 


tending to the Furtherance of this pious De- th 
ſign, and that at all Times and upon all Occa- in 
ſions when required thereto, as they will be m 


anſwerable to us. And laſtly, We Declare and 
Ordain, that theſe Our Letters Patent and 
Charter, or, any authentick Extract thereof, 
ſhall be good, firm, valid and effectual in Law, 
according to Our Royal Intentions herein ex- 
preſt, to all Intents and Purpoſes: And Im- 
power the Lord Preſident of the Seſſion in Scot- 
land to cauſe timeous Intimation to be given 
to the Members of the ſaid Society, to conveen 
the firſt Thurſday of January, March, June, or 
November, that ſhall be Thirty Days aſter the 
Date hereot, at Edinburgh in the ſaid Town- 


in that City, at Three of the Clock in the Af- 
ternoon : And the ſaid Society are hereby Im 
power'd to cauſe publick Notifications to be 
made of this Charter, and the Power hereby 
granted, with what they do upon the ſame | 
trom time to time, in ſuch manner as they ſhall S 
think moſt conducive to the Furtherance of the aj 


ſaid Deſign. In Teſtimony whereof We have tl 


Ordained Our Seal, appointed by the Treaty ti 

of Union to be Kept and Uſed in place of the N 

Great Scal of Scotland, to be hereto appended 0 
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© at Our Court of St. James's, the T wentyrkiftk 
cc Day of May, 1709 -YEArs, and of Our * 

* the Eighth Year. By Warrant Superſigned by 


Our Sovereign Lady the Queen, written to the 


« Great Seal, and Regiſter d the Ninth Dy 0 
& July, 1709, fic Subſcribitur Ron. Campbell, De 


f 
« Sealed at Edinburgh the Fourteenth Day of Jah, 


From this Patent the Reader may ſee the Care 
that is taken to ſecure what Money the Society is 


intruſted with, ſo as the Ends for which it is given 


may be fully anſweret. „ 

n the firſt place, the Stock is to be preſerved 
intire, and only the Annual Rents, or Intereſt, im- 
ployed: And ſo careful has the Society been this 
way, that when any Thing was done for the So- 
ciety gratis, the uſual Dues have been taken out 


of the Annual Rents and added to the Stock, and 


the Gentlemen who have. thus ſerved the Society 
gratis, have had as much added to their Donations 
as their Dues would have extended to, had they 
taken as much from the Society as from other Per- 
ſons. All that is given by any one, tho' the Sum 
be never ſo ſmall, is marked down. The Names 


of the particular Perſons who give, and the Sums 


which they give, are all Regiſter d in an Alphabe- 
tical Order in a large Book kept for that purpoſe, 


and is always patent to thoſe who pleaſe to look 


into it. 3 W 
The Money got is carefully laid out upon good 


Security the Bonds and Evidences for the ſame 


are 7 75 in a Cheſt provided for the Uſe,” under 


three Locks; one of the Keys the Treaſurer is in- 


truſted with, and the other two. are kept by two 


Members of the Committee. The Treaſurer re- 


C - Cetves 


eign 


Y 
* 
* 


Sans, 2 WY — #4 * > * 
Go e n 2 
- 2 * 0 - — * — N Fe” p ; * _ f : p 


* 
216-2 


: 1 5 5 — — > — 1 — * N — 7 i * 
— — at. —„— 2522 * — _ - 
— * * wy * 
—— — - — = — ———U— —— ——— 2 « 


. 


* 


18 An Account of 


Ecives from time to time the Intereſt, and imploys 
the ſame for paying the School-Maſters Salaries, 
buying Books, c. as directed by the Committee. 
Beſides this Cheſt, the Treaſurer is oblig'd, for the 
Societies farther Security, to give Bond, and find 
Sureties ; and he and all the Members of the Com- 
mittee, as well as the Secretaries, ſerve gratis. 

The Stock of the Society at preſent extends to 
6000 /. Sterling, laid out upon good Security : 
Beſides which there are conſiderable Sums ſub- 
ſcribed for, but not yet paid in. 

2dly, That the Benefit of the Schools may be 
the more extenſive, the Maſters are reſtricted to 
the teaching of Reading, Writing, Arithmetick, 
the Churches ſhorter Catechiſm and Pſalmody : 
By this means the Scholars are not long detained, 
and the Schools can be more frequently removed 
than when other parts of Learning are taught, 


d, 


* 
E 


The Society appoint their School. Maſters, ac- 


cording to their Patent, thus: : 


HE "WIG (or Committee 0 Fl the Society) in Scot- 


land, for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, find- 
ing that the General Meetings of the ſaid Society have 


Refoly d and Agreed that a Charity-School be ſet up at | 


— for the Benefit of the Highland Country that 
lyes about that Place; and that Have undertaken. 


to furniſh ſufficient Houſes for the ſaid School : And 


conſidering that 7s well recommended as a Perſon 


qualified for Teaching ſuch a School, and particularly 
that the Presbytery of ——_— wit hin whoſe Bounds the 


ſaid 


ze Society in Scotland. © 19 
ſaid =——— has for the moſt part had his ordinary Re- 


fidence, have, 2 exact Inquiry into his manner of 


Life and Converſation, and after ſtrict Tryal and Ex- 
amination of his other Qualifications, certified and at= 
teſted him to be a Man of Piety, Loyalty, Prudence, 
Gravity, competent Knowledge and Literature, and to 
be endued with other Chriſtian neceſſary Qualifications 


ſuited to that Station: And the Society (or Committee} 


having themſelves taken ſufficient Proof of his Skill 
in Writing and Arithmetick, and finding themſelves 
ſufficiently Impower'd by Her Majeſty's Letters Patent 
(or by the General. Meetings of the Society) to the effect 


under-written Therefore they, by the Tenour hereof, do 


Nominate, Commiſſionate and Appoint the ſaid — 
to be School- Maſter and Teacher of the Charity-Schoot 


7 zow forthwith to be ſet up in —, or whatever other 
Place the ſame may happen to be tranſported to, within 
the Bounds of the ſaid Highland Country at the plea- 

ſure of the Society, hereby authorizing and requiring 


him, with all Faithfulneſs and Diligence, to apply him- 


ſelf to teach all Perſons whatſoever who ſhall attend his 
7 School to Read perfectly, eſpecially the Holy Scriptures, 
and other good and pious Books, as alſo to teach Mri- 
A ting, Arithmetick, and ſuch like degrees of Knowledge 
in the foreſaid Highland Country of- „ and to 
= Catechize and Inſtruct them in the Principles of the 
7 Chriſtian Reform'd Proteſtant Religion, and that gratis, 
2 without demanding or requiring any Fee, Acknowledg- 
ment or Gratuity for his Pains from any Perſon hat- 
I ſoever : Aud they do hereby enjoin and require the ſaid 
that in executing his ſaid Office, and perform- 
ing the Duties incumbent to him in his Station as 
School Maſter, he do ſtriftly obſerve and exafly walk 
conform to the Rules and Directions already agreed to, 
and eſtabliſhed by the Society, a Copy whereof is here- 
_ with deliver'd to him, and ſuch other Rules and Or- 
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ers as ſhall hereafter. be eſtabliſhed and laid down by | 
them from time, tg. time, for the right Managing and | 


Government of their Charity-Schools : And foraſmuch | 


as the Society has allowed to the School-Maſter of the 


aid Place an Yearly Salary of — Money for his 


Maintainauce and Encouragement, therefore the Gene- 
ral Meeting (or Committee) does hereby require and ap- 
point the Treaſurer of the Society for the time beings 


and his Succeſſors in that Office, to make Payment of | 
the ſaid Sum to the ſuid . during his Contint- 


ance as School-Maſler in the ſaid Country, and that 
Halj-Yearly or Quarterly as he ſhall require the ſame : 


And appoints the Sum of Money aforeſaid as 


the firſt Quariers Payment current from the Term of | 


* << ® 


to the Term of next to come, to be 
delivered to him with his Commiſſion ; and appoints 


him before he enter to the Exerciſe of his ſaid Office, | 


to qualify hi:aſelf as the Laws and Conſtitutions of | 


Scotland, in Church and State, do require ; And fort h- 
with thereafter to repair to his Charge, and enter to 
the Exerciſe of his Office, and therein continue until 


this Commiſſion be recalled by the Society in Scotland | 


for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, or their Com 
mittee : By whoſe Warrant (aud by the appointment of | 


their Committee authorized to that effect) their Pre- 
ſents are N and the Cummon Seal of the ſaid So- 7 
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The Rules end Orders for the Charity Schools to 


be erected by the Society in Scotland for pro- 


| pagating Chriſtian Knowledge, are theſe - 


1. FH A T. none ſhall be Imploy'd by. the So- 
ciety to teach thoſe Schools but Perſons 
of Piety, Loyalty, Prudence, Gravity, competent 
Knowledge and Literature, and who, having been 
tryed and examined by the Presbytery of the 
Bounds in which they uſually reſide, : ſhall be re- 
commended by them to the Society as duly qua- 
2. The Maſters of theſe Schools are to be care- 
ful to train up thoſe that ſhall be under their 
Charge, in the Knowledge of God, and the Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Reform'd Religion; and 
tor that end are to teach them the ſhorter Care- 
chiſm of this Church, beginning with ſuch Que- 
ſtions of the Catechiſm as are moſt eaſily under- 
ſtood, and are of greateſt Neceſſity, and from 
theſe going on to the reſt, and explaining them by 
the Help of ſome good Expoſition: Aud that the 
Principles and Duties of Chriſtianity, contained 


in the Catechiſm, may be the better underſtood, 


and more eaſily remembred by the Scholars, the 
School-Maſters are to Catechize them, at leaſt, 
twice a Week: And it's hoped. the Miniſters of 


the ſeveral Pariſhes, where theſe Schools ſhall be 


crected, will give their Aſſiſtance for the better 
Inſtruction of the Scholars, by Catechiſing them 


3. The 


— 


e e 
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3. The Maſters of theſe Schools are to take par- 


ticular Care of the Manners and Behaviour of 
their Scholars, and by their own Example, as well 


as Inſtructions, recommend to them the ſeveral 


Parts and Duties of a Sober and Religious Con- 
verſation; and they are, by all proper Methods, 


to diſcourage and correct the Beginnings of Vice, 


and particularly Lying, Swearing, Curſing, Pro- 
phaning the Lord's Day, Stealing, &c. at the ſame 
time minding them of ſuch parts of the Holy 
Scripture and Catcchiſm, where ſuch Things are 
mentioned as forbidden by God, and the contrary 
Duties commanded, that ſo they may the better 
remember and underſtand the Uſe of the Holy 


Scripture and their Catechiſms, and learn to go- 


vern their Life by them. | 
4. The Maſters ſhall pray Morning and Evening 
in the School, and endeavour to inſtruct and en- 
gage the Scholars to pray in private, at leaſt Morn- 
ing and Evening, and to beg a Bleſſing before, and 
to give God Thanks after Meat. 1 . 
5. The Maſters ſhall not only frequent the Pub- 


lick Worſhip themſelves on the Lord's Day, and 


other Occaſions, but ſhall alſo take Care that their 
Scholars do the ſame ; and that they behave them- 


_ ſelves in the Church with due Attention and Re- 
verence : And to oblige them to the greater At- 


tention, they ſhall, either on the Lord's Day in 
the Evening, or Monday Morning, call them to an 
Account of what they remember of the Lecture 
and Sermons which they have heard ; and when 
the Schools are at ſuch a diſtance from the Church, 
as that the Scholars cannot, in bad Weather, at- 
tend the Publick Worſhip, then the Maſter ſhall 
ſpend a conſiderable part of the Lord's Day, beth 
Morning and Afternoon, with his Scholars in Pray- 
. ing. 


be prophaned, but may be ſpent as uſe 
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ing, Singing Pſalms, Reading the Holy Scriptures 
and Catechiſing, that ſo that Holy uy may not 

ully as can 
be in ſuch Circumſtances. | | 
6. The Maſters are conſtantly to attend their 
proper Buſineſs in the Schools, during the Hours 
appointed for Teaching, namely, from Seven to 
Eleven in the Morning, and from One to Five in 
the Evening, for Eight Months in the Lear; vzz. 
from the Firſt of February to the Firſt of Ofober ; 
and for. the other Four Months, from Eight or 
Nine in the Morning to Twelve, and from One 
to Three or Four in the Evening: And if theſe 


Diets be found inconvenient, the School-Maſter 
may, with the Advice and Conſent of the Mini- 


ſter of the Pariſh, make ſuch Alterations therein 
as may be found neceſſary ; and he ſhall with the 
firſt Opportunity acquaint the Society, or their 
Committee, with theſe Alterations, and the Rea- 


ſons of them, that they may give ſuch Directions 


therein as they ſhall think fit. 

7. The Maſters are to teach their Scholars to 
Read ; and for that end, ſhall teach them the true 
Spelling of Words, and Diſtinction of Syllables, 


with the Points and Stops which is neceflary to 
right Reading, and ſerve to make them more 


mindful of what they read : And atter they are 
taught to read, the Maſters are to make them 
read every Day ſome Portion of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, eſpecially ſuch Parts of it as are moſt ſuit- 
ed to their Capacities. 

8. That as ſoon as they can Read competently 
well, the Maſter ſhall teach them to Write a fair 
legible Hand, and alſo inſtruct them in the Ele- 
ments and moſt neceſſary Rules of Arithmetick, 
that they may be thereby render d more r in 

5 their 


are under, that they may not ſuffer them to be ab- 
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their ſeveral Stations in the World; but not to tio 
Baa ann EH: nn 4 

9. Seeing the School-Maſters have Salaries al- | en 
lowed them, that they may be enabled to teach wi 
all that come to them gratis, they are not to de- the 
mand any thing of their Scholars: But if Gentle- or 
men, or others that are in plentiful Circumſtances, of 
think fit to fend their Children to theſe Charity- Sc 
Schools, and do freely offer to pay for their Edu- 
cation, then the Maſters are not forbid to accept 
of what they give. r 

10. That the School-Maſters take the moſt pro- 
per Methods for obliging their Scholars to attend 
at the Hours appointed for Teaching; particu- 
larly, they are to uſe their Intereſt with the Pa- 
rents of the Children, or others whoſe Care they 


ſent at ſuch Hours; and they are to call over the 
Names of their Scholars every Morning and Af- ; 
ternoon, to know whether they come conſtantly p. 
at School Hours; and if any be miſſing, to mark | 
their Names, with a Note for Turde, and another 


for Abſent in Quarterly Bills; wherein alſo any ogy 
groſs Faults the Scholars thall be guilty of, are to | tl 
de mark' d, and laid before the Viſitors, in order © 
to their Correction or Expulſio n. E 

11. For the Encouragement of the Scholars that. 8 © 
are taught gratis in thoſe Schools, the Society de- t. 
tigns to give a new Bible to every one of them, 1 
as ſoon as its atteſted by the Viſitors that they © 
can read the Bible perfectly: And the Society F 
farther intend, if their Fund increaſes, as it's hop'd 1 
it will, to give ſome farther Premiums to ſuch off 
the Scholars as ſhall recommend themſelves to the 6 
Viſitors by a more than ordinary Proficiency in : 


Learning, and by a ſober and diſcreet Convefſa- 
Ls tion: 
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tion: And the Society will give an Allowance 
to ſome of the Scholars that are qualified, to 
encourage them to aſſiſt the School - Maſter , 
where the Schools are numerous, in teaching 
the other Scholars, that ſo, after having ſpent 
ſome Time in Teaching under the Inſpection 
of a School-Maſter, they may be fitted to teach 
Schools themſelves; or at leaſt may be uſefully 
imployed when they return Home, in inſtruct- 
ing their Friends and Neighbours; and by this 
means the Knowledge of God, and of the true 
Religion, may be "diffuſed in the Places to 
which they belong. 

12. It is expected that the School-Maſters 
will, as often as they can, ſpend ſome of the 
Time that they are not obliged to beſtow on 
their Scholars, in Catechiſing and Inſtructing 
the poor People in their Neighbourhood (who 
are too old to come to School) in the Princi- 
ples of the Chriſtian Reformed Religion. 

13. Becauſe the Members of the Society 
cannot themſelves overſee thoſe Charity- Schools 
which are to be erected in Places ſo remote, 
they are obliged to put them under the Inſpe- 
ction, not only of the Miniſters of. the ſeveral 
Pariſhes, but alſo of the. Presbyteries of the 
Bounds in which they ſhall happen to be: And 
they earneſtly recommend it to the Presbyte- 
ries; that they would by themſelves, or ſome 
of their own Number appointed for that pur- 
poſe, viſit thoſe Schools once a Quarter, and 
inquire into the Behaviour both of the Maſters 


and Scholars, and how theſe Rules and Or- 


ders are obſerved, and try the Proficiency of 
the Scholars, and examine the above-mention- 
ed Quarterly Bills, and 8 againſt ſuch 
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as are found guilty of any groſs Faults as they 
ſee fit, and acquaint the Society, or their Com- 
mittee, from time to time, with the State of 
thoſe Schools, and what farther Regulations 
oy judge may be neceſſary for them. 

The Society does not deſign ſo to fix 


thoſe Charity-Schools in the Places where they | 


are now to be erected, as that they may not 
be removed to other Places, where they may 
be found more Uleful ; and as to this matter, 
they will always be ready to conſider ſuch 
Advices and Recommendations as they ſhall 
receive from the ſeveral Presbyteries of the 
Highlands and Iſles, for whom theſe Schools 
are chiefly deſigned, and upon any ſuch Repre- 


_ ſentation they will give ſuch Directions as ſhall 
be found neceſlary. 


T he Number of the Society is fixed to One 
Hundred , 
land. The firſt Nomination was made by the 


Lords of Seſſion, and Elections ſince are made 


by Balloting at the Quarterly Meeting of the 


Society. No Perſon is elected to ſupply a Va- 


cancy ( which is only occaſioned by Death) 
until his Name has been continued upon the 
Table at leaſt a Quarter of a Year after he was 
firſt propoſed. 

The Committee conſiſts of Fifteen, choſen 


Yearly out of the Members of the Society: 


They muſt meet at leaſt once a Month, and 
frequently once a Week: They manage the 
whole Buſineſs of the Society; receive their 


Letters and ſend Anſwers ; manage all their 


Correſpondence; give Commiſſions to School- 
Naters; and do whatever elſe belongs to the 
Society, 


out of the Contributors in Scot- 
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Society, to whom they are always accountable, 
and accordingly every Quarter of a Year, they 


give in their Reports to the Society, who ei- 
cher do approve or cenſure their Proceedings 


as they find Cauſe: The Committee does alſo in 
rheir Quarterly Report, acquaint the Society, 
with any new Donations, or the Payment of 


Money formerly Subſcribed for: So that un- 
leſs all theſe conſpire to ruine the Society, and 


to defeat the Deſign of its Erection, which is 


not ſuppoſeable, it's impoſſible the Money ** 


can be miſapplyed. 


After this ſhort Account of the Confſiirntion 


of the gpciety , and their way of Manage- 
ment, 'tis proper to acquaint the Reader with 
the moſt conſiderable Things they have done 
ſince their firſt Erection. 


The firſt Meeting of the Society was upon 
the Third of November, 1709, when the Lord 
Preſident of the Seſſion was elected to preſide 


among them, and has been continued ever 
ſince, though a new Election be Annually 
made at the 
After their Officers, ſuch as Treaſurer, Secre- 
Itary, c. were choſen, and a Committee ap- 


Quarterly Meeting in January. 


pointed, the firit thing they did was to preſent 
em for their 


Which Addreſs Her Majeſty received 


very graciouſiy. 
They next took 1 Conſideration the 


Y Deſign of their Ercction ; and that the ſame 
might be managed to the beſt Advantage, 


they gave Publick Advertiſements, and wrote 


; Letrers to the ſeveral Presbyteries of Scotland, 
| and to the Selen for propagating Chriſtian 


2. Know- 
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M Knowledge in England, that ſo they might | 
8 4 have all poſſible Aſſiſtance from others, and 
ſuch Information as could be had both of the 
Way how to order their School, and of the 
Places where to fix them. | 
The firſt Propoſal which the Guciery had | 
N under Conſideration, was in regard that it 
. i could not be thought, Popiſh Parents would | 
| willingly ſend their Children to thoſe Schools 
where they are to be taught the Bible and the | 
Catechiſm, which would diſappoint one great 
Deſign the Subſcribers had in view, that theres | 
fore little Hoſpitals ſhould be erc&ted, where 
the Children of Popiſh Parents ſhould be taken | 
in and provided for with all Neceſſaries while 
at School : But this was found too great and | 
expenſive for the Societies ſmall Stock; there- 
fore they fixed upon the Method of ſending 
School-Maſters, providing them with Houſes 
for Lodging and Schools, and with ſuch Books 
as Scholars, unable to purchaſe for themſelves, 
ſtand in need of They generally give their 
School-Maſters Sixteen Pounds Thirteen: Shil- | | 
lings and Four Pence Sterling per Annum, tho' 
they have ſome that are content with ſmaller 
| Ai Salaries ; the Inhabitants in ſome Places being 
17 ſo fond of theſe Schools, that they contribute 
” $f to the Mafter's Subſiſtance, and ſo caſe the 0 s 
5 ciety of ſome part of the Burden. + | 
The firſt Place where the Society ſertled one | 
$4 | of their Schools was in the Ifland of Hirta, | 
| 
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g alias St. Kilda ; an Iſland at a conſiderable | 

17 diſtance from the Weſtern Coaſt of Scotland, 

17 where the Inhabitants were not ſo much as 

1 Reformed from Heàtheniſm. In April 1710, 
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to be School-Mafter in this Illand, and he 
was alſo ordained" by the Presbytery of Edin- 


hurgh to be Miniſter there, the Inhabitants 
having ſcarce ever heard the Goſpel preach'd 


before he came among them ; his Inſtructions 


being ſuited both to his Capacity as a Miniſter 


of the Goſpel, and a School-Maſter. 


The Society ſettled Schools alſo | at the fol- 


lowing Places; wiz. Snizort in the Ifle of Skye, 


Glenelg and Abertarf, in the Shire of Inverneſs, 


 Garloch in Roſs, Larg and Kildonan in Souther- 
land, Dinrneſs in Strathnaver, Harray in the 
| Continent of Orkuay, Shapinſhay another of 


thoſe Ifles, at Malls in Zetland, Tomnabillan in 
the Duke of Gordon s Country, Caſtletoun in 
Brae-marr, Tombelly in Aberdeen Shire, and at 


Glenarchnne, Glenledmech and Roſearne in Pearth 


Shire: In all 17. The Society is now ſetting 
up other Six; viz. at the Weſt end of Locharn, 
Strathyre, Brae of Balqwidder, Edinkilly, &c. 

In ſome of theſe Places, where the Societies 
Schools are ſettled, the Pariſhes are about For- 
ty or Fifty Miles long, and Ten or Twelve 
broad; ſo that it is impoſſible to have frequent 
acceſs to their Pariſh- Church, by which they 


are deprived of the ordinary Means of Inſtru- 


ction, and from whence, in a great meaſure, 
proceed their Ignorance, Immorality and Po- 
ery: | 
by The Society at the firſt ſettling of any School 
allows a competent Number of Bibles, New 
Teſtaments, Pfalm - Books, Catechiſms, and 
many other good and pious Books, and from 
time to time provide their School- Maſters 
with more, as Qccaſſo! jon requires, and allow 
them 
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them to beſtow thoſe Books on ſuch as they 
find proper Objects, and are not otherwiſe able 
to provide themſelves with ſuch Books as are 
neceſſary for their Inſtru&ion. 

The Society takes all. poſſible Care to pro- 


vide their Schools with ſufficient Maſters : 11 
They apply to the Univerſities, and from them = 
get Liſts of ſuch Young Men Educated there, 7 
as have the Iriſh [anos : They take Care 15 
alſo to imploy none but ſuch as are ſuſſiciently 5 
recommended for Piety and good Morals; P. 
and they have Reaſon to acknowledge with pe 
Thankfulneſs, the Goodneſs of God in the thi 
Succeſs of their Schools, at ſome of which | th; 
there are above an Hundred Scholars: Parti- th. 
cularly in the School of Harray in Orknay, there an 


are an Hundred and Eighteen ; and at all | 
their Schools, through the Bleſſing of God, | ſto 


the Scholars make conſiderable progreſs : In de 
fome Places their Schools were hardly ſettled th 
one Year, when the Maſters had ſame ſo far V 
advanced, that they could diſtinctly read the | 
Bible, write a tolerable good Hand, repeat the i hc 
Catechiſm in the Church, and knew the com- w 
mon Rules of Arithmetick. | Wt 
The Society, for the greater Safety of their 0 

Stock, arc at a great deal of Pains to ſeek out ci 
2 proper Purchaſe ef Land; and though they WF D 
have not yet found any that anſwers their De- v 
ton, they ſtill continue their Endeavours. th 
The Society has many Petitions before them ce 
tor Erecting of New Schools, which they have ol 
au the Inclination in the World to comply tf 
with, becauſe they are ſufficiently convinced of G 
the great want of them in thoſe Places where fc 
they are defir'd : But the {mallnels of the So- o 
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ciety's Stock hinders them from doing any more 
at preſent than what is above narrated. 
The Society is careful from time to time to 
apply to the General Aſſembly that the Miniſters 
of the Church may by their Authority be derer- 
mined to uſe their outmoſt Diligence for procur- 
ing Contributions for fo pious and noble a De- 
ſign, and the Aſſembly does always readily com- 
ply with the Demands of the Society. . 
They take care alſo to write to the Juſtices of 
Peace in the ſeveral Shires of Scotland; and ſuch of 
them as are willing to aſſiſt in ſo good a Work, 
they nominate for Correſpondents, and Impower 
them to gather in what Contributions they can, 


and remit them to their Treaſurer, 


They have alſo ſettled ſome at London, PBri- 
ſtol, Dublin, and in Holland, as their Correſpon- 


dents in thoſe Places, that they may lay out 


themſelves as much as poſſible to further this good 


Work. | 


The Society has choſen for their Seal, a Hand, 
holding out an open Bible, with theſe Words 
written upon it, The Holy Bible, and this In- 
{cription above it, Poff Tenebras Lux. 

The firſt Perſon who gave Money to the So- 
ciety for carrying on this pious and neceſſary 
Deſign was a Widow Lady of Great Quality, 
whole Modeſty forbids us to Name her here; but 
the Gift is very conſiderable, and ſuch as be- 
comes her eminent Rank and Fiety. Several 


others of the Nobilicy being highly ſatisfied with 


the Management of the Society have contributed 
Generouſly, many Gentlemen and Ladies have 
followed their good Examples The Miniſters 
of the Eſtabliſh'd Church have been very Liberal 
according to their Ability, Many of the — 
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of Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Glaſgow, Dumfrets, and 
others Towns have contributed handſomely, and 
even Children and Servants have teſſify'd their 


good Inclinations to the Work by throwing in | 


their Mites, which have been gratefully receiv'd. 


Divers Sums are ſettled for ever upon the Socie- 


ty, the Intereſt of which is to be Annually paid 
aſter the Deceaſe of the Donour ; and of late ſe- 
veral of our Country- men abroad, and particu- 
farly Officers of the Army, with other Friends 
in England, and Ireland, have generouſly ſent us 
Contributions, and all the Names of the Contri- 
butors are recorded, and Alphabetically di- 
geſted in a Book which is patent to every one 
that pleaſes. | 


3 


— — 11 


The preſent Members of the Society, 
October 1714, are as follows, 


FIrit, the Nobility according to their Prece- 
dence, the reſt who were firit named ac- 


| cording to the Order of the Alphabet, and 


thereafter they are ſet down in the Order they 
were aſſumed, viz. Sir Hugh Dalrymple, Lord 
Preſident of the Seſſion, Pretes to the Society, 


Febn Duke of Athole, William Marqueſs of Lo- 


thian, Charles Earl of Marr, David Earl of Bu6- 
han, the Earl of Haddington, James Earl of Find- 
latter, David Earl of Glaſgow, Charles Earl of 
Hopton, Archibald Earl of Iſla, Alexander Lord 
Polwart, John Allardes, Provoſt of Aberdeen, 
Mr. Robert Alexander, one of the Principal 
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Clerks of Seſſions, Mr. William Brodie, Advo- 
cate, Mr. John Brown, Miniſter at 4 berrorne, 


| Mr. Thomas Blackwell, Profeſſor of Divinity at 


Aberdeen, Mr. Robert Baillie, Miniſter at Inver- 
neſs, William Brown, of Dalgvurie, the Lord 
Ormiſtoun, John Campbell, Merchant, and late 
Bayliff of Edinburgh, Mr. William Carſtares, 
Principal of the College there, and one of His 
Majeſty's Chaplains, Sir James Campbell of Abe- 
ruchle, Baronet, Mr. Patrick Cuming, Miniſter at 
Ormiſtoun, Mr. John Currie, Miniſter at Hadding- 
toun, Sir David Dalrymple of Hailes, Baroner, 
Mr. John Dundas, of Philpſtoun, Advocate, Se- 
cretary to the Society, John Duncan, Merchant, 
late Dean of Guild, of Edinburgh, Doctor 
Alexander Dundas, Phyſician, the Lord Ainto, 
Mr. James Erskine, of Grange, Lord Jultice 
Clerk, Colonel John Erskine, of Carnock, Sir 
Gilbert Eliot, of Stobs, Baronet, Mr. John Flint, 
Miniſter at Edinburgh, the Lord Cullen, John 
Gordon, Provoſt of Aberdeen, Mr. James Gellie, 
Advocate, the Lord Pencartland, Mr. James 


Heart, Miniſter at Edinburgh, Mr. Robert Horſe- 


burgh, Miniſter at Salt Preſton, Sir Patrick Foha-\ 
ſtoun, late Provoſt of Edinburgh, Robert Inglis, 
Goldſmith, late Conveener there, Lord Fountain- 
hall, Mr. William Law, Regent in the College 
there, Lord Pollock, Sir James, Mc. Lurg, of Vo- 

grie, Mr. Francis Montgomry, of Giffan, Mr. A- 
leæander, Mr. Leod, Advocate, Mr. John Mac- 
laran, and Mr. John Mathieſon, Miniſters in E- 


Ainburgh, Mr. Neil, Mr. Viccar, Miniſter at the 


Weſt-kirk there, Lord Forglex, Sir Walter Pringle, 

Advocate, Mr. Robert Pringle, Advocate, Sub- 

Secretary to Mr. Secretary Stanhop, Sir Robert 

Sinclair, of Longformacus, Mr. John Stirlaie, ph 
| cipa 
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pal of the College of Glaſgow , Mr. Malter 


Stewart, Advocate, Mr. Samuel Semple, Miniſter 
at Libertoun, Nicol Spence, Agent, for the Church, 


Mr. George Turnbull, Miniſter at Tyninghame, A- 
lexander Thompſon, of Port Lethem, Mr. William 


Fetch, Miniſter at Dumfrees, Sir Geo, Wiſheart, 


of Cliſtoun- hall, Mr. William IWiſheart, and Mr. 


James Webſter, Miniſters in Edinburgh, Mr. Rob. 


Hepburn, of Stonyflat, Sir James Fuſtice of Eaſter 
Creichtoun, Colonel William Maxwell, of Cardo- 
eſs, Mr. William Mitchell, Miniſter at Edinburgh, 
and one of his Majeſty's Chaplain, Sir James 


S: cwart, of Goodtrees, Baronet, George Watſon, 


Merchant, the Secretary to the Society, Colen 


Campbell, of Blythwood, Daniel Campbell, of Sham- 


field, John Graham, of Dongalſtoun, Hugh Mont- 
gomry, of Hartfield, George Warrender of Lo- 


chend, Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, Sir Rob. Black- 


wood, of Pittrevie, the Lord Poltoun, Lord Dunn, 


Mr. William Hamilton, Profeſſor of Divinity, in 


the College of Edinburgh, Lord Royſtoun, Robert 


Toa, Merchant, Treaſurer to the Town of Edin. 


burgh, Mr. Alexander Abercromby, of Tillibody, 
David Spence, Secretary to the Bank of Scotland, 
Mr. Gilbert Burnet, Advocate, John Cuningham, 


of Ballandalloch elder, Thomas Dundas, Merchant, 


late Bayliff in Edinburgh, Sir Fohn Halyburton, 
Advocate, Doctor Jobn Riddle, Phyſician, Ro- 
bert Eliot, and John Knox, Chirurgeons in Edin- 


burgh, Mr. James Grierſon, Miniſter there, Col- 


lonel John Blac lader, Will. Hutchiſon, Merchant, 
Dean of Guild of Edinburgh, Mr. James Baillie, 
Writer to his Majeſty's Signet, Mr- William Mil- 
ler, Miniſter at Edinburgh, James Young, of Killi= 
cantie, Major James Aikman, Mr. Matthew Reid, 
Miniſt r at North Berwick. 5 5 
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Many Pious and Charitably di ſpoſed Perſons, 
have been diverted from leaving Money, or ma- 


king Settlements for the Maintenance of Schools, 
where they were born or educated, 


for the want 


of truſty Adminiſtrators to prevent ſuch Miſap- 
plications as have been ſo frequently and juſtly 


complain'd of. But by this Society 


there's a ſuf- 


ficient Remedy provided, fo that ſuch Charitable 
Perſons may now ſafely entruſt what they deſign 
to ſettle under the Management of this Society, 


who will chearfully, and Gratis, Undertake the 


Execution of ſuch Truſts, according to the Will 


of the Donors, and any who pleaſe ro give Mo- 


ney, Books, Cloths, Proviſions or what they can 
beit ſpare, may now have an Opportunity to ex- 
ert their Charity by intruſting it to this Society, 
which is made up of Perſons of Honour, Probity, 
and Subſtance, who have already given ſuſficient 
Proofs of their faithful and prudent Management, 


and ſettled a Correſpondence through the King- 


dom to inform them how their Affairs are carry d 
on; and being incorporated into a perpetual So- 
ciery by Patent from the Crown, and their Con- 
ſtitution ſo well adjuſted as to exclude all Private 
and Mercenary Views, it may be with Confi- 
dence expected that what's entruſted with them 


can ſcarce be miſapplied or miſcarry. 
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